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PREFATORY   NOTE. 


[[The  Sub- Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  printing 
of  the  Annual  Statement,  believing  that  the  purposes  and  the 
working  of  the  Mission  will  be  best  exemplified  in  the  Ad- 
dress read  by  their  Missionary,  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  have  determined  to  print  Mr.  Smith's  interesting 
details  with  little  abbreviation,  prefacing  them  with  only  a  few 
extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  General  Committee.^! 


R  E  P  0  K  T. 


It  will  be  recollected  that  at  our  last  Anniversary  Mr.  Smith 
had  only  just  commenced  his  work  in  Bristol.  He  has  pro- 
ceeded during  the  year,  your  Committee  have  reason  to  think, 
with  energy  and  perseverance,  and  not  without  evidences  that 
his  labours  have  not  been  altogether  in  vain.  It  has  been  a 
period  of  singular  trial  for  one  occupying  the  position  which 
he  holds  ;  and  many  a  scene  of  sin,  sorrow,  poverty,  sickness 
and  death  has  met  his  eye  and  grieved  his  heart.  But  the 
word  of  truth  and  peace  which  he  has  carried  to  the  homes 
of  the  poor  and  the  wretched,  has,  in  some  instances  at  least, 
found  a  ready  welcome,  and  he  has  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  his  services  have  been  blessed  to  the  reforma- 
tion, improvement  and  consolation  of  those  to  whom  he  has 
ministered. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  when  Mr.  Smith  be- 
came your  Missionary,  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  him  to 
devote  himself  chiefly  to  intercourse  with  the  objects  of  his 
care  in  their  own  homes ;  and  to  this  mode  of  action  he  has 
mainly  adhered.  It  is  one,  doubtless,  which  is  less  calculated 
to  lead  to  visible  results  than  some  others ;  but  they  are  sa- 
tisfied that  it  is  most  in  harmony  with  the  design  originally 
contemplated  by  this  Society,  and  best  fitted  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  that  class  of  our  fellow-creatures  for  whom  its 
ministrations  are  intended.  There  is  now,  too,  less  need  of 
a  school  in  connection  with  this  Mission  than  at  a  former 
period,  since  the  Ragged  School,  in  St.  James's  Back,  so 
admirably  and  efficiently  conducted,  presents  a  most  desirable 
asylum  for  the  children  of  your  Missionary's  District,  and 
one  in  which  they  are  always  gladly  received. 
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Your  Committee  have  recommended  Mr.  Smith,  therefore, 
not  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  any  school  in  connection 
with  his  Mission,  nor  to  engage  in  any  thing  which  would  de- 
mand so  large  a  share  of  his  time  and  attention,  as  to  call  him 
away  from  his  work  of  domestic  visitation  and  instruction. 

It  has  been  thought  important  that  a  religious  home  and 
religious  worship  and  culture  should  he  provided  for  those 
who  would  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  these  advantages,  and 
Mr.  Smith  regularly  conducts  divine  service,  at  the  Mission 
Chapel,  every  Sunday  evening. 

Your  Committee  are  assured  that  the  Report  of  your 
Missionary  will  shew  that  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
physical  condition,  any  more  than  to  the  moral  and  spiritual 
needs,  of  those  to  whom  he  ministers ;  and  they  hope  that 
one  of  the  practical  results  of  this  meeting  will  be  an  in- 
creased interest  in  his  work,  and  a  more  earnest  desire  to  aid 
him  in  carrying  it  more  effectually  forward. 

Your  Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  they  are 
not  without  proofs,  since  he  left  this  neighbourhood,  of  the 
beneficial  influence  of  Mr.  Bayley's  labours,  and  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  many  of  those  who  have  felt 
the  advantage  of  his  counsel  and  instructions. 

Your  Committee  have  to  regret  the  loss,  by  death,  during 
the  past  year,  of  several  persons  who  were  valuable  and  ge- 
nerous supporters  of  this  Society  from  its  establishment.  But 
they  trust  others  will  be  raised  up  to  take  their  places,  and 
to  sustain  the  cause  which  they  so  liberally  supported.  It  is 
the  pleasing  duty  of  your  Committee  to  inform  this  Meeting 
that  the  late  Miss  Hilles  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £50  to  the 
funds  of  this  Society. 

In  closing  their  Report,  your  Committee  would  encourage 
themselves  and  others  by  calling  to  mind  the  words  of  the 
great  Master  and  Judge  of  life, — "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  the  hungry,  the 
sick,  the  stranger,  the  naked,  the  forsaken,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me." 
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To  the  Friends  of  the  Bristol  Domestic  Mission  Society, 


My  Christian  Friends, 

This  being  the  Annual  Meeting  of  our  Mission  Society, 
I  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  give  you  some  account 
of  my  experience  as  your  Minister  to  the  Poor. 

About  eighteen  months  have  now  elapsed  since  I  commenced  my 
duties.  My  mind  had  long  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  great 
importance  of  the  work,  and  the  unbounded  power  of  christian 
sympathy  and  kindness  to  reclaim  the  erring,  raise  the  fallen,  com- 
fort the  sorrowful,  and  cheer  the  dying.  It  was  with  this  conviction, 
and  a  firm  faith  that  no  well  directed  effort  can  be  entirely  lost, 
that  I  went  forth  into  this  field  of  labour.  Nor  has  my  short  ex- 
perience weakened,  but  rather  confirmed,  these  impressions.  True, 
but  little  fruit  has,  at  present,  made  its  appearance.  He  who  would 
be  instrumental  in  preparing  for  the  reception  of  heavenly  things 
those  hearts  which  a  long  course  of  vice  has  rendered  apparently 
unproductive  of  good,  must  be  content  to  labour  long  and  arduously 
to  "  break  up  the  fallow  ground,"  before  it  is  fit  even  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  seed ;  and  after  the  seed  is  sown,  it  must  be  in- 
fluenced again  and  again  by  the  refreshing  dews  of  heaven,  and  the 
genial  rays  from  the  sun  of  righteousness,  before  it  can  be  expected 
to  produce  the  fruits  of  virtue  and  holiness.  Where  the  mind  has 
been  darkened,  the  heart  hardened,  and  the  feelings  blunted  by  a 
long  course  of  recklessness  and  sin,  the  understanding  cannot  be 
enlightened,  the  affections  purified,  and  the  soul  inspired  with 
desires  after  holiness,  without  much  painful  labour,  in  dependence 
on  the  Divine  aid.  Though,  however,  less  has  been  achieved  than 
some,  and  not  even  the  most  sanguine,  might  have  expected,  yet 
my  own  mind  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfied  with  what  appears  to  have 
been  accomplished.  My  efforts  have  been  hitherto  principally  di- 
rected to  visiting  the  homes  of  the  poor.  This  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  primary  object  of  our  Domestic  Mission  Societies ;  though  I 
would,  by  no  means,  depreciate  the  value  of  more  public  meetings 
for  religious  purposes.  Mutual  Improvement  Societies,  Libraries, 
Schools,  &c.,  might  be  made  productive  of  immense  good,  if 
vigorously  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  Minister  to  the 
Poor.  As  yet,  however,  both  the  Committee  and  myself  have 
thought  it  advisable  that  I  should  direct  my  energies  mainly  to 
Domestic  visitation,  believing  that  other  instrumentalities  will 
gradually  grow  up  as  we  proceed  in  our  work. 

It  may  also  appear  to  some,  that  the  number  of  families  with 
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whom  I  have  made  myself  acquainted  (about  100),  is  not  so  large 
as  it  might  have  been ;  especially  when  compared  with  what  has  ap- 
parently been  done  by  other  Missionaries.  But  when  I  state  that 
as  many  as  possible  of  these  have  been  visited  weekly,  some  two  or 
or  three  times  a-week,  and  that  these  visits  have  not  been  mere 
passing  calls,  but  that  usually  long  and,  I  trust,  useful  conversations 
have  taken  place, — that  the  Scriptures  have  been  often  read,  and 
prayer  engaged  in,  where,  I  fear,  such  religious  exercises  seldom,  if 
ever,  find  a  place  besides, — I  think  it  will  be  admitted,  by  those  at 
least  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  in  this  way,  that  my  time 
cannot  have  been  wasted.  It  is  better  to  raise  a  few  solid  and 
permanent  structures,  than  to  commence  many,  but  complete 
none. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  poor  are  wanting  in  gratitude.  Some 
may  be.  On  the  whole,  my  experience  is  the  reverse  of  this.  Neither 
do  I  remember  to  have  met  with  one  unkind  reception.  On  one 
occasion,  however,  while  visiting  a  family  in  Merchant- Street,  a 
woman  was  there  who  spoke  in  a  very  unbecoming  manner ;  but 
she  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  I  thought  it  best  not  to 
notice  her  remarks.  A  few  weeks  afterwards,  I  happened  to  meet 
her  at  another  house.  She  did  not  remember  to  have  seen  me 
before.  On  my  mentioning  what  she  had  said,  she  appeared  much 
ashamed,  and  apologized  for  her  misconduct.  I  thought  it  a  fit 
opportunity  to  endeavour  to  impress  her  mind  with  the  evils  and 
sin  of  drunkenness.  She  promised  to  abstain  from  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  for  a  few  weeks  she  appeared  to  go  on  well;  but,  alas! 
a  short  time  after  she  was  confined  in  prison.  In  some  cases  there 
has  been  a  little  coldness  and  reserve  for  the  first  few  times  after  my 
calling ;  but  this  has  usually  soon  given  place  to  the  most  warm  wel- 
come, and  implicit  confidence ;  and  almost  invariably  where  my  early 
visits  were  most  unwelcome,  my  calls  have  afterwards  appeared  to  be 
the  more  thankfully  received  and  useful.  The  following  is  a  case 
in  point.  For  some  time  a  certain  individual  appeared  to  receive 
me  with  coldness ;  but  knowing  him  to  bear  the  character  of  a 
swearer,  a  drunkard,  and  an  adulterer,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  continue 
my  visits.  While  passing  through  the  street  some  fifteen  months 
ago,  I  observed  his  wife  surrounded  with  a  number  of  people, 
clenching  and  wringing  her  hands,  and  calling  out  in  a  most  des- 
perate rage,  while  her  face  was  partially  covered  with  blood.  On 
enquiring,  I  found  that  her  husband  had  been  beating  her  for  leaving 
him  for  two  or  three  days,  and  living  with  another  man.  I  did  not 
interfere  at  the  time,  but  soon  after  called  at  the  house.  "  I  heard, 
Sir,"  said  the  woman,  "  that  you  passed  through  the  street  at  the 
time,  and  felt  truly  sorry  that  you  should  have  witnessed  such  awful 
doings.  I  am  glad  you  did  not  speak  to  me,  for  I  fear  I  should  have 
insulted  you  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  should  be  truly  sorry  to  do  so."     A 


long  conversation  ensued.  After  a  few  more  visits  they  promised 
to  reform.  And  from  that  time  till  the  present,  the  conduct  of 
both  has  been  most  consistent ;  and  they  declare  their  home  to  be 
now  quite  comfortable.  On  calling  some  time  ago,  the  man  was 
out ;  but  after  talking  with  his  wife  a  few  minutes,  he  came  in  with 
a  Bible  under  his  apron.  He  had  heard  that  one  of  his  neighbours, 
whose  husband  was  in  the  Infirmary  through  broken  ribs,  caused  by 
a  fall  while  drunk,  was  herself  very  ill,  and  he  had  been  to  read  to 
Tier.  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  this  man  is  now  hoping  to  obtain  a 
much  more  respectable  occupation  than  he  has  been  for  some  years 
following.  For  such  a  situation  he  is  well  qualified  ;  although  a 
course  of  drinking  and  vicious  practices  had  sunk  him  very  low. 

I  consider  the  Minister  to  the  Poor  will  accomplish  but  little  in 
his  all-important  work,  till  he  has  gained  their  confidence  and  es- 
teem, and  given  them  proof  that  his  sole  object  in  coming  among 
them  is  to  benefit  them  by  every  means  in  his  power, — mentally, 
spiritually,  and,  if  needed,  physically.  Where  this  object  is  really 
accomplished,  he  will  be  received,  not  with  cold  indifference  and 
disrespect.  The  most  careless  and  depraved  will  give  him,  at 
least,  a  hearing ;  and  many  will  receive  Mm  with  joyful  wel- 
come into  their  dwellings,  and  Ms  messages  of  mercy  into  their 
hearts.  He  may  thus  become  their  truest  friend,  and  their  first 
spiritual  guide,  and  lead  them  on  step  by  step  from  vice  and  sin,  to 
virtue  and  to  God.  Surely,  to  be  the  means  of  accomplishing 
this,  only  in  the  case  of  one  individual,  is  an  ample  recompense  for 
numerous  discouragements  and  anxious  toil.  If  his  mind  be  not 
prepared  to  labour,  if  need  be,  for  years,  without  witnessing  any 
great  results  from  his  exertions,  he  is  not  fitted  for  his  sacred 
office.  On  his  soul  should  be  deeply  impressed  the  truth  of 
Solomon's  injunction, — "  In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the 
evening  withhold  not  thy  hand  ;  for  thou  knowest  not  whether  shall 
prosper,  either  this,  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  shall  be  alike 
good.'* — JEccLf  xi.  6.  Yes!  they  may  both  he  alike  good.  The 
feeblest  efforts  made  with  unwavering  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  divine 
truth,  may  be  productive  of  more  valuable  and  lasting  results,  than, 
the  most  laborious  application  for  many  years  without. 

I  may  here  refer  to  another  case  that  has  come  under  my  notice. 
About  three  months  after  I  commenced  visiting  in  Bristol,  a  woman 
came  to  me  in  great  sorrow  on  account  of  the  vile  conduct  of  her 
son,  whom  she  described  as  having  been  a  desperate  drunkard,  and 
an  unkind  son  for  the  past  ten  years.  Several  times  I  called,  but 
could  not  see  him.  I  desired  to  be  sent  for,  without  his  knowledge, 
when  at  home.  I  think  it  was  the  next  evening,  about  eight  o'clock, 
that  a  messenger  came  to  say  that  he  was  at  home  for  the  night. 
Accordingly,  I  went  immediately,  and  desired  to  talk  with  him 
privately.    He  took  me  into  his  bed-room.     We  remained  in  close 
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conversation  till  it  was  quite  dark.  The  poor  fellow  appeared 
deeply  moved.  He  wept,  and  resolved  that  the  future  should  be 
to  him  far  different  from  the  past.  Before  leaving  we  prayed  to- 
gether. I  shall  never  forget  that  hour !  It  was,  indeed,  solemn 
to  us  both.  Since  then,  he  appears  to  have  been  sober,  consistent, 
and  prayerful.  "  The  lion  seems  changed  into  the  lamb  ; "  and  I 
trust  he  will  be  able  to  pursue  and  maintain  a  consistent  and 
christian  course. 

I  believe  promiscuous  alms-giving  to  be  one  of  the  great  evils  of 
our  day.  Money  given  to  street  beggars  is,  in  nine  cases  out  often, 
worse  than  wasted.  The  moral  character  of  the  mendicant  is  de- 
graded every  time  he  receives  alms ;  and  usually  the  public  are 
deceived.  If  I  find  a  case  that  appears  really  deserving,  my  usual 
practice  is  to  obtain  the  address  of  the  individual,  and  go  to  the 
house.  In  a  few  cases  relief  has  been  bestowed  where  it  was 
needed ;  but  generally  either  the  wrong  address  is  given,  or  what 
is  received  is  spent  in  drink  and  riot.  In  alluding  to  this  subject 
in  one  of  my  reports  to  the  Committee,  I  mentioned  the  following 
as  a  deserving  case. 

An  interesting  little  girl,  about  ten  years  of  age,  stopped  me  in  the 
street  to  ask  alms,  telling  a  most  pitiful  tale  with  tears  in  her  eyes. 
She  said  it  was  the  first  time  she  had  attempted  to  beg  in  the 
street.  I  gave  her  nothing,  but  promised  to  call  on  her  mother,  at 
which  the  poor  child  was  quite  pleased.  I  went  almost  directly, 
and  was  there  before  her.  All  she  had  said  was  quite  true.  That 
they  had  been  in  much  better  circumstances,  was  quite  evident  from 
the  woman's  manner  and  conversation,  and  the  few  articles  of  dress 
that  were  left  to  the  children.  They  have  met  with  misfortunes  in 
business,  and  are  reduced  from  comfort  and  respectability,  to  the 
most  abject  poverty.  The  husband  is  gone  to  Glasgow  to  their 
friends,  and  hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  send  for  his  family.  During 
his  absence,  all  that  the  wife  and  seven  children  have  had  to  depend 
upon  has  been  the  earnings  of  two  little  boys.  The  poor  woman 
has  said  repeatedly  with  grateful  emotion,  that  without  the  aid  I 
have  rendered  them,  they  must  have  almost  starved.  It  is  certain 
their  distress  is  not  the  result  of  intemperance,  as  they  all  have  been 
abstainers  from  intoxicating  drinks  for  many  years.  But  I  certainly 
believe,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  wretchedness  to  be  found 
amongst  the  poor  is  the  result  of  drinking. 

I  hardly  need  state  that  during  the  past  summer  there  has  been 
a  vast  amount  of  sickness  among  the  poor,  as  our  friends  are  already 
aware  of  the  fact.  But  besides  Cholera,  illness  of  other  kinds  has 
been  more  prevalent  than  usual. 

Work  has  also  been  unusually  scarce  during  the  past  winter  and 
summer. 

In  these  seasons  of  distress,  the  presence  and  aid  of  the  Minister 
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to  the  Poor  are  especially  needed.  The  physical  aid  which  the 
Poor's  Purse  has  enabled  me  to  render  in  such  circumstances,  has, 
I  believe,  been  productive  of  great  good.  As  much  as  possible,  I 
always  avoid  giving  money,  for  many  reasons;  but  cases  frequently 
present  themselves,  in  which  it  appears  utterly  useless,  and  almost 
cruel  to  go,  unless  one  has  something  more  to  bestow  than  mere 
words.  These  can  do  much  to  lighten  the  sorrow  of  the  heart ;  but 
they  can  neither  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  nor  impart 
warmth  to  the  frozen  limbs. 

It  is  impossible  for  those  in  whose  homes  are  comfort,  plenty  and 
refinement,  and  who  have  never  known  nor  seen  the  privations  and 
sufferings  incident  to  penury,  to  imagine  the  severe  hardships  with 
which  the  poorest  of  our  fellow-creatures  have  to  contend.  The 
constant  visitor  to  the  abodes  of  the  destitute  alone  can  fully  con- 
ceive the  vast  amount  of  poverty  and  extreme  wretchedness  that 
abounds  in  our  city.  And  he  longs  for  an  increase  of  physical 
strength,  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  the  goods  of  this  world,  to  aug- 
ment his  power  of  diminishing  misery  and  sin,  and  increasing  hap- 
piness and  holiness  ;  every  opportunity  for  doing  which  cheers  him 
in  his  christian,  yet  arduous  "  labours  of  love." 

Temperance  Societies  have  already  done  much,  and  will  do  much 
more,  to  remove  from  among  us  the  national  curse  of  Intemperance. 
A  conviction  of  their  great  importance  has  induced  me  to  attend 
their  meetings,  and  forward  their  objects  to  the  best  of  my  power. 
I  believe  too  much  cannot  be  done  by  all  classes  of  the  community 
towards  carrying  out  the  great  principles  of  the  Temperance  Re- 
formation. The  benefits  already  conferred  upon  vast  numbers  of 
families  which  drunkenness  had  reduced  almost  to  beggary  is  well 
known.  The  other  Sunday  afternoon,  while  visiting  a  poor  sick 
woman,  a  friend  of  hers  was  in  the  room  whose  husband  had  brought 
the  family  to  poverty  through  a  long  course  of  intemperance  ;  but 
he  has  been  a  total  abstainer  for  more  than  a  year.  I  expressed  my 
pleasure  at  the  great  change  which  has  already  taken  place  in  their 
dwelling  since  her  husband's  reformation.  She  replied,  "  Ah  !  Sir, 
I  assure  you,  you  know  nothing  at  all  about  it.  You  must  live  in 
it  to  know  the  change.  It  was  once  like  a  little  hell ;  but  it  is  now 
like  a  little  heaven!"  And  how  many  such  happy  homes  tem- 
perance has  made ;  and  how  many  souls  it  has  been  the  means  of 
first  leading  to  those  more  decidedly  religious  influences,  which, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  prepared  them  for  the  regions  of  bliss, — 
eternity  alone  can  fully  reveal.  But  my  hopes  rest  principally  with 
the  young.  All  are  aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  break  off  confirmed 
habits.  Perhaps  no  habit  is  so  hard  to  correct  as  that  of  drinking. 
Could  the  young  be  induced  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  all  intox- 
icating drinks,  they  would  exert  a  mighty  influence  upon  the  coming 
generation.  The  Juvenile  Temperance  Societies  hold  their  Meetings 
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in  the  Mission  Room  ;  and  thougi^4hey  are  not  connected  with  the 
Mission,  the  object  they  have  in  view,  is,  in  many  respects,  similar 
to  that  contemplated  by  ourselves ;  and  therefore  I  am  anxious  to 
do  any  thing  I  can  to  aid  them. 

The  Sanitary  Reform  I  view  as  of  no  less  importance  towards  the 
elevation  of  the  labouring  classes.  Persons  not  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  abodes  of  the  poor,  can  form  no  conception  of  the 
dreadful  evils  resulting  from  inattention  to  this  subject.  I  have 
known  four  families  huddled  together  in  one  small  room.  In  such 
cases  this  single  apartment  serves  the  purpose  of  kitchen,  wash- 
house,  sleeping-room,  dressing-room,  and  the  various  other  domestic 
purposes.  The  approach  to  these  places  is  usually  dark  ;  and  when 
the  doors  are  opened,  the  smell  is  almost  suffocating.  How  many 
of  the  common  decencies  of  civilized  life  can  be  observed  in  such 
dens  of  filth  ?  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  white-lime  brush,  at 
least,  has  been  at  work  in  several  such  places,  by  the  instrumentality 
of  your  Mission.  Little  will  be  done  towards  remedying  these  evils, 
until  more  suitable  dwellings  are  provided  for  the  labouring  classes 
in  large  towns.  This  is  being  done  in  some  few  places ;  and  my 
hope  is  that  it  will  soon  be  accomplished  in  Bristol. 

My  means  of  usefulness  have  been  aided  by  that  invaluable  auxi- 
liary— the  Ragged  School.  Parents  often  speak  with  earnest 
gratitude  of  the  advantages  conferred  upon  their  children  by  this 
excellent  institution.  The  lessons  and  songs  learnt  there,  are  often 
taken  home  and  repeated  to  other  parts  of  the  family,  who  listen  to 
them  with  delight.  The  parents  frequently  contrast  to  me  their 
children's  means  of  instruction,  with  those  afforded  ihem  when 
young.  During  the  winter  months,  I  usually  went  one  evening  in 
the 'week  to  read  to  the  children  in  the  Ragged  School  some  pleasing 
and  instructive  tales,  &c.  It  is  most  interesting  to  witness  the  at- 
tention paid  on  these  occasions.  They  appear  to  drink  in  every 
word  with  the  greatest  avidity.  The  little  fellows  will  frequently 
run  along  to  me  in  the  street,  and  make  allusions  to  what  they  have 
heard  read.  Surely,  the  benevolent  objects  contemplated  by  such 
an  invaluable  institution,  cannot  fail  to  obtain  the  blessing  of 
heaven.  During  the  past  year  a  Mission  Library  has  been  re- 
organized. It  contains  about  540  volumes  of,  on  the  whole,  useful 
books ;  but  I  feel  a  want  of  more  of  that  kind  of  literature  that 
would  be  likely  to  suit  the  working  classes  and  youths.  Should 
any  friends  feel  disposed  to  make  donations  of  such  books,  they 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  Library.  The  number  of  readers 
has  gradually  gone  on  increasing  since  the  Library  was  opened  in 
October  last ;  they  amount  to  about  eighty.  I  find  from  the 
register,  that  about  1050  volumes  have  been  exchanged  during  the 
past  year.  Some  who  before  seldom  took  a  book  into  their  hands, 
are  now  acquiring  a  taste  for  reading.     Others  employ  their  eve- 
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nings  at  home  reading  with  their  families ;  who  before  worse  than 
wasted  their  precious  hours  at  the  ale-house. 

Nearly  two  thousand  tracts  have  been  distributed  during  the  past 
year.  The  greater  number  of  these  consisted  of  publications  of  the 
Temperance  Society ;  the  others  were  of  a  miscellaneous,  moral, 
and  religious  character.  Also,  about  200  have  been  prepared  for 
regular  circulation,  and  are  exchanged  when  I  visit  the  families.  I 
believe  my  usefulness  has  been  materially  aided  by  the  circulation 
of  these  tracts.  They  often  suggest  useful  subjects  for  conversation, 
which  otherwise  would  probably  not  be  thought  of.  The  tracts  in 
circulation  consist  principally  of  publications  of  the  Christian  Tract 
Society,  the  Sunday  School  Magazine,  the  Family  Economist,  Fire- 
Side  Missionary,  Religious  Miscellany,  and  some  others.  I  think 
Mr.  Bishop,  of  Liverpool,  in  his  Mission  Report,  expresses  a  want 
of  a  different  kind  of  tracts  from  those  hitherto  published.  I  feel  a 
similar  want  myself;  and  hope  some  writers  will  take  the  hint  and 
supply  this  deficiency. 

Through  the  kind  aid  of  a  few  ladies  of  the  Congregation,  about 
35  of  the  poorest  of  my  families  were  supplied  with  meat  for  a 
Christmas  dinner.  All  these  scarcely  ever  see  meat  in  their  dwel- 
lings. I  hardly  need  add,  that  this  bounty  was  quite  unexpected 
by  them,  and  was  received  with  much  joy  and  gratitude. 

On  the  2nd  of  January  last,  a  Tea  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
Mission  Room,  to  which  about  forty-five  of  my  poor  people  were 
invited  gratuitously.  Altogether  the  number  present  was  about 
seventy.  A  pleasant  feature  of  this  meeting  was  the  part  the  people 
themselves  took  in  the  proceedings.  Mr.  James  was  in  the  chair, 
and  with  the  exception  of  what  he  said  and  my  own  remarks,  the 
speeches  of  the  evening  were  from  poor  men ;  and  very  gratifying 
and  effective  they  were.  Several  alluded  with  much  earnestness 
to  the  good  they  had  received  from  the  Mission.  At  the  end  of  the 
Meeting  the  following  resolution  was  put  and  carried  unanimously, 
and  handed  to  me  with  the  desire  that  it  might  be  conveyed  to  the 
Supporters  of  the  Mission;  and  which  I  now  feel  a  pleasure  in 
copying  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved, — "  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Meeting*  are  due,  and  are  given  to 
the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  so  kindly  and  liberally  support  this 
Mission,  without  which  we  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  pleasure  we 
all  this  evening  have  enjoyed." 

Though  several  months  have  past  since  this  took  place  (and  I 
alluded  to  it  in  one  of  my  Reports  to  the  Committee),  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  mention  it  here.  I  hope  the  coming  Christ- 
mas will  find  us  similarly  engaged. 

About  this  time  last  year  I  commenced  a  Sunday  evening  service 
at  the  Mission  Room.    In  the  winter,  the  average  attendance  was 
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about  forty ;  during  the  summer  months  it  has  been  rather  less. 
At  present,  it  seems  a  little  on  the  increase  again. 

The  following  extracts  from  my  Journal  may  give  interest.  They 
relate  to  a  poor  girl  whom  I  found  a  few  weeks  after  I  commenced 
my  labours  as  your  Minister  to  the  Poor. 

^^June  5th,  1848.       Calling  to-day  from  room  to  room  in  the 

house,  No. in street,  found  at  least  fifteen  families  living 

there;  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  were  in  a  most  filthy  and 
wretched  condition.     After  feeling  my  way  up  several  pairs  of  dark 
narrow  stairs,  calling  at  the  different  rooms  on  my  way,  I  at  length 
came  to  the  top  landing.     On  this  floor  were  two  low  and  almost 
dark  rooms.     Went  first  into  the  room  on  the  left  hand.     Into  this 
room  a  little  light  was  admitted  through  a  few  bits  of  glass.   There 
had  originally  been  a  window,  of  perhaps  a  foot  and  a  half  square. 
But  as  the  small  panes  one  after  another  became  broken,  the  mud 
and  wet  were  kept  out  by  rags  and  paper  rolled  up  and  put  into, the 
apertures  ;  of  course,  to  the  sacrifice  of  light.     This  room  was  oc- 
cupied by  two  very  feeble  old  women,  who  gained  their  livelihood 
by  collecting  rags,  bones,  sticks,  &c.,  with  which  about  one  half  of 
the  room  was  covered,  and  about  two  thirds  of  the  other  half  were 
occupied  by  their  bed,  on  which  lay  one  of  the  old  women  very  ill. 
After  remaining  here  a  short  time,  went  to  the  next  room.     A  scene 
was  now  presented  to  my  view  of  a  most  distressing  kind.     The 
floor  was  somewhat  cleaner ;  but  the  only  articles  of  furniture  were 
an  old  box  and  a  block  of  wood,  which  served  as  seats.    The  highest 
part  of  the  ceiling  was  a  little  higher  than  my  head,  and  came  down 
on  either  side  to  the  floor ;  so  that  the  two  sides  of  the  ceiling  and  the 
floor  formed  the  three  sides  of  an  almost  equilateral  triangle.    On  the 
floor,  with  her  head  under  the  ceiling,  and  her  feet  to  the  middle  of 
the  floor,  lay  an  unfortunate  young  female,  apparently  about  twenty. 
Her  bed  consisted  of  an  old  dress,  upon  a  part  of  which  she  lay, 
while  the  other  part  covered  her  feet ;  for  a  pillow  she  had  a  round 
hard  foot-mat.     After  a  little  conversation  with  her  as  to  her  ail- 
ment, she  shewed  me  her  hands  and  feet,  saying,  such  was  the  state 
of  her  whole  body.     She  appeared  a  mass  of  corruption.     It  was  a 
melancholy  spectacle,  and  most  forcibly  shewed  the  result  of  an 
abandoned  course  of  life,  which  she  had  been  leading  about  nine 
months.     She  had  taken  but  little  refreshment  for  several  days,  nor 
had  she  any  means  of  procuring  any.     Immediately  I  provided  her 
with  some  food.     Conversed  with  her  a  long  time  on  the  evils  and 
sinfulness  of  the  course  she  had  been  pursuing.    The  poor  creature 
wept  most  bitterly ;  and  not  without  difficulty  did  I  refrain  from 
giving  vent  to  my  own  feelings.     That  scene  I  shall  never  forget  ! 
Read  to  her  the  beautiful  passage  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  and  applied 
it  to  herself;  entreatiug  her  to  return  to^the  home  she  had  forsaken, 
and  to  her  heavenly  Father  against  whom  she  had  sinned.     Prayed 
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tvith  her,  and  soon  after  left  her.  Went  immediately  to  St.  Peter's 
Hospital  to  procure  for  her  medical  aid,  which  was  rendered." 

"  June  Sth.  Visited  again  the  poor  unfortunate  creature,  F.  N., 
with  a  view  to  deepen  the  impression  which  appeared  to  have  been 
made  yesterday.  Her  countenance  expressed  joy  at  seeing  me. 
She  again  wept  and  resolved.  The  reading  and  prayer  appeared  to 
comfort  her.  I  feel  very  deeply  for  her.  Poor  creature  !  she  ap- 
pears truly  penitent." 

"Jz/Tze  9th,  F.  N.  is  somewhat  better ;  was  able  to  talk  more  than 
yesterday  and  the  day  before.  A  Scripture  Reader  employed  by 
the  Church  of  England  called,  and  we  met  in  her  room ;  had  some 
pleasant  conversation  with  him ;  he  promised  to  see  the  poor  girl 
before  us  as  often  as  he  can  for  some  days  to  come." 

^^June  Wth,  F.  N.  not  quite  well  enough  to  go  to  the  Hospital, 
but  better.  Her  room  was  full  of  smoke.  Prevailed  upon  Mrs.  L. 
to  allow  her  to  remain  in  her  room  till  able  to  go  to  the  Hospital. 
Had  another  long  conversation  with  her.  Mrs.  L.  also  listened 
with  much  attention.  F.  N.  related  to  me  how  she  fell  into  vice. 
And  it  appears  that  she  had  been,  in  the  first  instance,  betrayed  by 
a  soldier,  under  promise  of  marriage,  by  whom  she  was  afterwards 
deserted.  She  is  the  daughter  of  respectable  parents,  and  struggled 
for  some  time  to  support  herself  by  her  needle.  But  winter  set  in, 
and  employment  failed  ;  and  she  was  then  led  by  one  of  her  own 
sex  into  the  lowest  state  of  degradation." 

This  girl  remained  in  St.  Peter's  for  some  time.  Since  she 
entered,  I  have  not  seen  her.  The  following  extract,  written  about 
a  year  after  the  foregoing,  should  increase  our  conviction  of  the 
importance  of  continuing  to  sow  the  seeds  of  religion,  though  we 
may  not  be  privileged  to  behold  them  producing  fruit. 

"•April  6th,  1849.      While   visiting  to-day   in   the Street, 

coming  down  stairs  of  house  No.  4,  heard  my  name  mentioned  by  a 
voice  which  I  immediately  recollected  to  have  heard  before  ;  but  it 
was  too  dark  to  see  the  person  who  spoke.  The  woman  opened 
her  door,  and  asked  if  I  would  oblige  her  by  walking  in.  This 
woman  and  Mrs.  L.  I  had  lost  sight  of  for  some  months.  They  left 
their  former  residence  suddenly.  Mrs.  L.  is  the  woman  who  al- 
lowed F.  N.  to  remain  in  her  room  till  able  to  go  to  the  Hospital. 
But  now  Mrs.  L.  is  herself  very  ill.  She  was  sleeping  a  little, 
which  she  had  not  done  for  some  time  before.  Did  not  disturb  her, 
but  promised  to  call  to-morrow." 

''April  7th,  Saw  Mrs.  L.  She  said,  *0h!  Sir,  I  am  so  glad  to 
see  you.  I  wanted  to  tell  you  that  I  have  heard  from  F.  N.  She 
is  very  comfortable  with  her  friends,  and  desires  to  express  her 
warmest  gratitude  for  your  great  kindness  to  her,  when  she  seemed 
to  be  on  the  brink  of  death  and  ruin.'" 
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I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
following  articles  for  the  use  of  the  Mission. 

From  Mrs.  Kentish. — A  parcel  of  Women's  Clothing,  lOs.  for  Poor's  Purse,  and 

Three  Dispensary  Notes. 
Miss  Cobb. — Five  Dispensary  Notes,  a  Misericordia  Note,  and  £1  for  Poor's 

Purse. 
Miss  Carpenter. — Two  Pairs  of  Sheets,  a  Pot  of  Preserves,  Books  for  the 

Library,  Parcel  of  Arrow  Root,  and  5s.  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  Meal. 
Mr.  EsTLiiN. — A  Parcel  of  Papers  and  Pamphlets,  £1  10s.  for  Poor's  Purse. 
Miss  CoATEs. — Two  Misericordia  Notes,  £2  for  White-washing,  and  10s.  for 

Poor's  Purse. 
Mr.  Selby. — A  Parcel  of  Men's  Clothing. 

Rev.  E.  Chapman. — Two  Parcels  of  Men's  Clothing  and  a  Parcel  of  Tracts. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Thomas. — A  Parcel  of  Soap. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds. — Two  Parcels  of  Men's  Clothing,  two  of  Women's 

ditto.  Tracts,  Contribution  towards  Christmas  Treat,  Hospital  Notes,  Rice 

Tickets,  and  £2  10s.  for  Poor's  Purse. 
Mrs.  T.  Thomas. — Contribution  towards  Christmas  Treat. 
Miss  Thomas. — Contribution  towards  Christmas  Treat. 
Mrs.  P.  Cooper. — Contribution  towards  Christmas  Treat. 
The  Lewin's  Mead  Ladies'  Working  and  Visiting  Society. — A  Parcel 

of  Clothing. 
Mr.  Haines. — A  Quantity  of  Lime. 
Mrs.  Harley. — Misericordia  Note. 
Mrs.  E.  Harley. —     Ditto. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Palmer.— A  Parcel  of  Men's  Clothing,  Six   Anchor   Notes,   and 

Three  Bottles  of  Raspberry  Vinegar. 
Mrs.  Palmer. — Two  Dispensary  Notes. 
Mr.  M.  Castle. — Forty  Coal  Tickets. 
Mrs.  Crompton, — Six         ditto. 
Rev.  R.  Gibson. — A  Parcel  of  Tracts,  Two  Volumes  of  Books  for  the  Library, 

and  Four  Infirmary  Notes. 
Rev.  G.  Armstrong. — A  Parcel  of  Men's  Clothing. 
Miss  Evans. — Three  Volumes  of  Books  for  Library. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Evans — About  Half  the  Books  in  the  Library,  Two  Parcels  of  Tracts, 

and  a  Parcel  of  Hymn  Books. 
Rev.  S.  Walker. — A  Parcel  of  Tracts. 
Mr.  J.  N  Cooper. — Three  Parcels  of  Arrow  Root  and  Diarrhoea  Mixture. 

These  articles  of  clothing,  notes  for  medical  aid,  &c.,  have  been 
received  with  warm  gratitude  by  the  poor  for  whom  they  were  sent. 
They  have  clothed  the  naked,  relieved  the  sick,  and  comforted  the 
dying.  And,  although  I  increasingly  feel  the  responsibility  attending 
the  distribution  of  alms,  yet  distressing  circumstances  are  continually 
presenting  themselves,  in  which  words  of  comfort  would  be  vain, 
unless  accompanied  with  temporal  relief.  Indeed,  without  carrying 
some  temporal  aid,  it  is  mere  mockery  to  talk  of  the  love  of  God 
and   of  Christ,  and  the  excellence   of  the  gospel.      It  appears. 
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therefore,  to  me  to  be  perfectl^^  impracticable  at  present,  to  help 
the  poor  to  raise  themselves ;  to  lead  the  careless,  irreligious,  pro- 
fligate and  abandoned,  from  their  often  fearful  moral  degradation  to 
repentance,  without  carrying,  not  only  the  Word  of  truth,  but  oc- 
casionally giving  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  that  truth,  by  contributing 
to  their  relief. 

May  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  continue  to  grant  his  blessing  to 
the  important  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

JOSEPH  SMITH. 
24,  Dove- Street,  Sept,  24th,  1849. 
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0 

Chapman,  Rev.  E.... 

2 

2 

0 

Hall,  Miss      

... 

0 

5 

0 

Coates,  Miss 

1 

1 

0 

Harley,  Mr 

... 

2 

0 

0 

Coates,  Miss 

1 

I 

0 

Harris,  Mr 

... 

0 

10 

0 

18 


Hopkins,  Mr.  Robert 

£ 
...     0 

10 

d. 
0 

Slade,  Miss 

£     s. 
0     5 

d. 

0 

James,  Rev.  Wm.  . . . 

...     1 

1 

0 

Smith,  Miss  M.  A. 
Stock,  Mr.  Charles 

0  10 
0  10 

0 
6 

Kentish,  Mrs. 

...     1 

.1 

0 

Stockwell,  Mr. 
Swain,  Mrs 

0     5 
0     5 

0 
0 

Tiang,  Mr.  Sam.     ... 
Lang,  Mr.  Thos.    ... 

...     2 
...     1 

0 

1 

0 
0 

Scott,  Mr.  Russell... 
Stivens,  Mrs.  J.     ... 

2     0 
0  10 

0 
0 

Lang,  Mr.  Robt.    ... 

Leaves,  Mr 

Leaves,  Mrs 

Leaves,  Miss 

...      1 
...     0 
...     0 
...     0 

0 
5 
5 
2 

0 
0 
0 
6 

Thomas  Mr.  Thos. 
Thomas,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Thomas,  Mr.  Thos.,  Junr. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Thos. 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

6 
6 
6 
6 

Mitchell,  Mrs. 
Morgan,  Mrs.  S.    ... 
Morgan,  Mr.  Wm.... 

...     1 
...      1 
...     1 

1 

1 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Thomas,  Mr.  Herbert 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Herbert 
Thomas,  Mr.  Charles 
Thomas,  Miss 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

6 
6 
6 
0 

Palmer,  Mr 

Palmer,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Palmer,  Miss  E.  E. 

...     5 
...     5 
...     0 

0 
0 
5 

0 
0 
0 

Thomson,  Miss  E.  A. 

Tricks,  Mr 

Twigg,  Mr.  ] 

1     0 
0     5 
0     6 

0 
0 
0 

Parkes,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Powell,  Mr.  Wm.  ... 
Powell,  Miss  E.     ... 

...     1 
...     0 
...     0 

1 
5 
2 

0 
0 
6 

Venning,  The  Misses 
Vranken,  Miss 
Walker,  Rev.  S.     ... 

2     2 
1     3 

0  10 

0 
0 
0 

Reynolds,  Mr.  Thos. 
Ricka,rds,  Mrs.  J.  ... 
Rickards,  The  Misses 
Ricketts,  Mr.  Richard 

...     5 
...     1 
...     1 
...     1 

0 
1 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Wansey,  Miss 

Watts,  Mrs 

Worsley,  Mrs. 
Wreford,  Rev.  J.  R. 

0  10 

0  2 

1  1 
0  10 

0 
6 
0 
0 

Rowe,  Miss  E. 

...     0 
...     0 

10 
.5 

0 
0 

Total     ... 

£8 

Selby,  Mrs 

;6    9 

10 
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DONATIONS  TO  GENERAL  FUND. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

A  Friend       

..     5 

0 

0 

Castle,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

..     1 

0 

0 

Chapman,  Rev.  E 

..     2 

0 

0 

Grosvenor,  Miss     ...     . 

..     1 

0 

0 

Morgan,  Miss 

..     0 

10 

0 

Prowse,  Mrs 

.,     0 

10 

0 

£  s.  d. 

Temple,  Mr.  (Cambridge), 

per  Mr.  H.  A.  Bright     I  1  0 

StivensMr.  J 0  10  0 


Total     ...        £11  11     0 


DONATIONS   TO  POOR's   PURSE. 


Chapman,  Rev.  E 

Coates,  Mrs.  &  Miss 

Estlin,  Mr 

Jones,  Mr.  Robt.,  Merthyr  Tydvil,  per  Mr  J, 
Reynolds,  Mr 


£     s. 

d. 

•        ...        ...        ..» 

...     1     0 

0 

.        **•        ...        •*• 

...     0  10 

0 

.        

...     1     0 

0 

■.B.  Estlin,     ... 

...     1     0 

0 

.     t..     <>.     ... 

...     2     0 

0 

£5  10 

0 
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